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Executive Summary
“The Future of Latinos in the United States: Law, Opportunity and Mobility” is a nation-wide,
interdisciplinary research initiative devoted to understanding the current condition of Latinos in the
United States, the structural barriers that impede full equality and integration for this emerging
population, and the sites of intervention that promise to be most impactful in promoting
opportunity and mobility through law and policy. The project is a forward-looking one with a
mission of promoting the flourishing of the Latino population as a means of ensuring the wellbeing
of our communities, the strength of our economy, and the representativeness of our democracy.
We are committed to research that will make a difference: Our aim is to generate findings that can
be converted into concrete recommendations for reform and that can be readily utilized by reformminded organizations and individuals to effect change.
The demographic growth of the Latino population is a well-known phenomenon. By 2050, Latinos
are expected to account for nearly 30% of the U.S. population. Yet, our understanding of the
barriers facing this increasingly important constituency remains rudimentary, in part because of the
relative dearth of scholars working in this area. Without a clear picture of this diverse population
and the various challenges it faces, policymakers lack the necessary foundation for crafting timely
and effective interventions. Our project will bring together a critical mass of the best and brightest
scholars from different disciplines who are addressing these concerns. We will partner with change
agents in the field, ranging from non-profits to government agencies to foundations. The project
will build intergenerational teams that offer mentoring and leadership training to Latino youth who
will be key leaders in the future.
Our project has three pillars: 1) research; 2) teaching; and 3) outreach and dissemination. In each of
these areas, we expect to build networks to enhance communication, cooperation, and collaboration
as scholars, activists, and policymakers plan for incorporation of the growing Latino community at
the regional and national level. In the field of research, we will be hosting regional roundtables and
a national summit that bring together scholars from law and other disciplines with policymakers,
attorneys from legal advocacy groups, representatives of community organizations, media experts,
and foundation officials. The roundtables will enable different stakeholders to collaborate in
imagining the future by using a method that is forward-looking and does not privilege a particular
discipline or occupation.
In particular, after briefly reviewing the history of the Latino population in the region, its current
statistical profile, and the local law and policy landscape, we will ask the invited participants to build
scenarios for the future. These scenarios are designed to address four key themes: immigration,
education, economic opportunity, and political participation. One scenario will explore how law and
policy can create a vicious cycle by entrenching inequality and blocking mobility. The other will
consider how reform can produce a virtuous circle by promoting full inclusion and opportunity for
this emerging population. The results of each regional roundtable will lay the foundation for the
national summit, which will permit participants to reflect on common objectives as well as regional
differences. We anticipate that these events will result in short, accessible papers that can be
published on our website and collected in a book. We also will seek to use social media to reach the
younger generation of Latinos who will become future leaders.
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In the area of teaching, we are seeking to build a network for justice that will assist in bridging the
gap in access to legal services for Latinos. This gap has grown increasingly acute with the dramatic
increases in the size of the Latino population. This lack of access comes at an unfortunate time, a
moment when the full incorporation of Latinos is critical to our nation’s future. We believe that law
schools can play a critical role in addressing this gap. Howard Law School became a critical resource
in the African-American quest for access and inclusion in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Although
there is no equivalent law school that can play this role for the Latino population today, we do have
a resource that did not exist in the mid-twentieth century. With the rise of the clinical education
movement, there are now appellate advocacy and public policy clinics at many law schools around
the country. Moreover, we have the benefit of new technologies that can readily link their work at
locations around the country.
Despite the robust number of appellate and policy clinics, they have seldom worked cooperatively
on shared issues of importance. Nor have they necessarily developed strong ties to the Latino
communities in their areas. Once again, we propose to bring diverse stakeholders together to
facilitate law and policy reform. We would ask that legal advocacy organizations and clinics
collaborate to forge sustained relationships with the Latino community. To that end, we would use
technology to create a kind of “virtual Howard” by ensuring ongoing communication and immediate
sharing of ideas and strategies. In addition, we would host periodic meetings among attorneys from
the clinics and advocacy organizations so that they could benefit from one another’s experiences in
providing legal representation, reflect on the performance of the network, and think creatively about
next steps. To maximize the impact of the network’s leading-edge work, we would create an on-line
bank of appellate briefs and legislative proposals that any interested individual or organization could
readily obtain through our website.
As for outreach and dissemination, again we seek to build networks of support and communication
that can enhance access to resources that bear on law and policy. Currently, the infrastructure of
resources and support for Latinos has not kept pace with the population’s growth. In some areas,
existing organizations cannot meet demand for legal advice or other services. In other areas, there is
no critical mass of organizations to provide assistance. Our website will assist individuals and
organizations to identify much needed support. For example, reform efforts today often rely on
evidence-driven advocacy. To support this work, we will provide resources in the form of an up-todate, comprehensive annotated bibliography of research on Latino issues as well as an inventory of
experts and research centers working on these topics. We will provide information about upcoming
conferences and events around the country that might be of interest to individuals and organizations
working on Latino-related law and policy issues as well. All of this information will be in the form
of living, interactive documents as we ask users of the site to add articles, events, and experts to the
information we have collected. As previously mentioned, when the clinical network is in operation,
we also will provide unique access to briefs and legislative proposals related to Latinos.
As another example of how the website will help to forge new connections, we will provide maps
with information about local organizations that are serving the needs of Latinos in each region of
the country. These maps again will be dynamic, living documents as we ask users of the site to send
us information so that we can make our information as comprehensive as possible. We believe that
the maps will not only alert interested users to available resources but also will be a powerful tool in
demonstrating how substantially the infrastructure for supporting the Latino population has lagged
behind its demographic growth. Our maps can be overlaid on one that shows the population
density for Latinos in the U.S. This exercise reveals in striking ways how many areas with substantial
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numbers of Latinos now have few resources available to promote their full incorporation and
inclusion. The maps will enable individuals and organizations interested in reform to find likeminded partner and will allow individuals in communities with little or no infrastructure of support
to find guidance from organizations in nearby areas.
Through this initiative, we plan to build on existing efforts to create a platform for building new
partnerships, sharing information, and creating new knowledge. We will use innovative research
methods like scenario-building to think differently about planning for the future of Latinos in the
U.S. We will forge new networks that link the clinical resources at law schools to the Latino clients
who need them. We will use our website and social media to create a resource for anyone in the
country who wants to learn more about the law and policy challenges confronting the growing
Latino population. Our strategy is designed to maximize the impact of existing efforts, to identify
gaps in the current research and infrastructure, and to begin a dialogue about how best to capitalize
on strengths and address shortcomings to forge a brighter future for Latinos in the United States.
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Advisory Council

Nancy Andrade, Lead Counsel, Commission on Hispanic Legal Rights & Responsibilities,
American Bar Association
Jennifer Chacón, Professor of Law, University of California Irvine School of Law
Mariano-Florentino Cuellár, Justice, Supreme Court of California; Visiting Professor, Stanford
University School of Law
Maria Echaveste, Policy and Program Development Director, Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute
on Law and Policy, University of California Berkeley School of Law
Lilia Fernández, Associate Professor, Department of History, Ohio State University
Luis Ricardo Fraga, Co-Director Institute for Latino Studies, Arthur Foundation Endowed
Professor of Transformative Latino Leadership, Joseph and Elizabeth Robbie Professor of Political
Science, University of Notre Dame
Luz Herrera, Assistant Dean for Clinical Education, Experiential Learning, and Public Service,
UCLA School of Law
Kevin R. Johnson, Dean and Mabie-Apallas Professor of Public Interest Law and Chicana/o
Studies, University of California Davis Law School
Douglas S. Massey, Henry G. Bryant Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs, Princeton
University
Ajay Mehrotra (ex officio member), Director, American Bar Foundation; Professor,
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law
Alfonso Morales, Professor, Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of
Wisconsin-Madison
Cristina Rodríguez, Leighton Homer Surbeck Professor, Yale Law School
Daniel Rodriguez, Dean and Harold Washington Professor, Northwestern Pritzker School of Law
Gary M. Segura, Professor of Political Science, Stanford University
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Overview
RESEARCH OUTCOMES: Summer through Fall 2015
Between June 2015 and November 2015, our team has embarked on a research initiative that
involved the creation of an annotated bibliography; a GIS map of organizations serving the
needs of Latino communities; GIS maps of direct service, appellate, Supreme Court, and
legislative clinics at law schools nationwide; and the prototype for a website.
(1) Bibliography:
! 415 academic and news media sources.
! Organized into nine major themes: 1) immigration, 2) political participation and
civic engagement/activism, 3) civil rights, 4) economic opportunity, 5) families and
family formation, 6) education, 7) health, 8) criminalization of Latinos, and 9) Latino
news and media.
(2) Organizations and GIS Map:
! List of 246 organizations operating throughout the United States, Puerto Rico,
and Mexico that address the needs and concerns of Latino communities in the
United States.
! Organized by type, area of focus, services provided, and location.
! Utilized the program ArcGIS to make an interactive map with descriptions and
contact information that can be easily navigated.
! Regional report attached.
(3) Roundtables and National Summit:
! Midwest roundtable: to be held in Chicago, June 6-7, 2016.
! Southeast Roundtable: to be held in Miami, Fall 2016
! Northeast roundtable: to be held at Yale, Spring 2017
! West roundtable: to be held at Stanford, Fall/Winter 2017
! South roundtable: to be held in Texas, Fall 2017
! National Summit: to be held in Washington, D.C., Spring 2018
(4) Clinics and GIS maps:
! 64 direct service clinics documented so far
! 48 appellate clinics nationwide
! 19 legislation clinics nationwide
! 12 Supreme Court clinics nationwide
(5) Beta site:
! www.futureoflatinos.wordpress.com
! Website containing bibliography, GIS maps, resources for academics,
community leaders, and activists.
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NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL ASSESSMENT

Pgs. 8-11
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National organizational assessment
	
  
	
  
Methodology:
Inventorying Organizations
The first step was to search for organizations that serve Latino communities. While our list is not
exhaustive, we feel that it is a representative list. We found the names of these organizations by
conducting a large-scale online search and utilized the following websites:
1) Google
2) Facebook
3) Twitter

In identifying organizations and activities among Latino youth and activists, these last two websites
proved invaluable sources of information.
In addition to searching online for the names of organizations serving Latinos, we read reports
produced by such organizations as the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), Pew Hispanic
Research Center, Detention Watch Network, the ACLU, and the Center for Constitutional Rights.
These reports often contained the names of local organizations that assisted in the mobilization of
resources for the creation of the reports.
Stratifying Data – Mapping
The next step was to classify these organizations by type, area of focus, services provided, and
location. Utilizing the program ArcGIS, we made an interactive map with descriptions and contact
information that can be easily navigated (see images 1 and 2, below). ArcGIS proved to be an
extremely useful tool, as it allowed us to spatially organize our data and isolate important trends. It is
our hope that, as a living document, individuals and organizations can suggest additions to the map
so that it is truly a collaborative community effort.
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IMAGE 1 (above): ORGANIZATIONS

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

IMAGE 2 (above): HEAT MAP OF ORGANIZATIONS SHOWING CONCENTRATION
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IMAGE 3 (above): ORGANIZATIONS – regional stratification

Future Research:
We will continue our efforts to identify and map organizations that serve the Latino community.
We will conduct additional research to determine how various types of institutions are distributed
throughout the nation as well as within each region of the country. We have already completed
preliminary reports that evaluate what kinds of organizations are addressing different needs of the
Latino community in the Midwest and West. For example, the data we have collected reveal that
89% of identified institutions are located in California and that relatively few of them focus on voter
mobilization. In the Midwest, nearly two-thirds of the organizations we found are in Chicago, and
most of these are research centers and institutes. This analysis is critical in ensuring that we
understand the strengths and weaknesses of the infrastructure of support for the burgeoning Latino
community both nationally and regionally. Our findings will enable us to consider how
organizational networks can either advance or hinder equal opportunity and meaningful mobility for
the Latino community.
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REGIONAL ROUNDTABLES AND NATIONAL SUMMIT

Pgs. 12-17
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A Proposal for Regional Roundtables and a National Summit
Background
	
  
The Latino population is currently projected to account for nearly 30% of our nation’s
population by 2050. As a result, the future of Latinos in the United States will significantly shape
the prospects and wellbeing of the country as a whole. At present, there are significant disparities
between Latinos on the one hand and Whites and Asian Americans on the other as measured by
indicators like rates of educational attainment, median income, median wealth, and political
participation. Although some observers believe that these unequal outcomes will resolve themselves
naturally through a process of intergenerational assimilation, this assumption should not be made
lightly. After all, Latinos find themselves on the wrong side of a class divide at a moment in our
country’s history when levels of inequality rival those of the Gilded Age.
Although the Latino population is now national rather than regional, it has different histories
of arrival and incorporation in each part of the country. In some areas, Latinos have long been a
significant presence, while in others, their numbers have grown to substantial levels only in recent
years. The demographic profile of the Latino population varies in different regions, whether looking
at race, ethnicity, national origin, class, or other key traits. There are federal laws and policies that
provide a basic framework throughout each area of the country. For example, the federal
government has established standards for the lawful admission of immigrants and for the
naturalization process. However, state and local policies can be quite distinct from one region to
another. So, for example, there may be divergent approaches to promoting or discouraging
immigrant incorporation and integration in local communities. Similarly, federal civil rights laws
protect children from discrimination in the schools, but state and local policies regarding school
finance, teacher training, curriculum, and school discipline can vary widely.
Proposal
For that reason, we propose to host regional roundtables at the American Bar Foundation in
Chicago, the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University, and the
Yale Law School as well as at sites to be determined in Florida and Texas. In addition, we expect to
hold a culminating national summit either at the American Bar Foundation or in Washington, D.C.
The roundtables and summit will not simply reflect on the past or measure present conditions but
instead will build on this information to imagine the future. Our goal will be to identify mistakes
that we cannot afford to make as well as opportunities that we cannot afford to miss. To that end,
we will bring interdisciplinary researchers together with change agents to have conversations about
how law and policy can either entrench or interrupt inequality. We plan to include local
undergraduate, graduate, and law students, who can observe and record the proceedings as part of
their own training for leadership. Building on these regional roundtables, the national summit will
evaluate how the findings and recommendations from each area of the country can contribute to a
comprehensive agenda for law and policy reform. At all of these events, we plan to include media
experts who can assist in publicizing the work that we are doing.
All of the regional roundtables will start with three sessions that lay the foundation for the
conversations to come. The first will be a session that recounts the history of Latinos in the region,
describing how long the population has been in the area, how it came to be there, and how its
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composition and role in the community have changed over time. The second session will describe
the current conditions of the Latino population using key indicators such as size of the population,
internal diversity of the population, academic performance, educational attainment, workforce
participation, median income, and median wealth. The third session will describe the relevant law
and policy landscape, highlighting the judicial decisions, statutes, and administrative policies that are
most likely to exert a profound influence on the Latino population’s future.
After these three interactive, informational sessions, we will proceed to the heart of the
conversation: the framing of scenarios for the future of Latinos in the region. One of these
scenarios will explore how law and policy could contribute to a “vicious cycle” of blocked or even
downward mobility for Latinos. The four themes that will shape this scenario-building are: 1)
immigrant marginalization and exclusion; 2) political disenfranchisement; 3) inadequate access to
education and under-skilling; and 4) economic discrimination, underemployment, and
unemployment. Participants will explore the law and policy levers that are most likely to produce
these adverse consequences for the future. These are the mistakes that we cannot afford to make.
The second scenario is the mirror image of the first: It will explore how law and policy can
create a “virtuous circle” in which Latinos enjoy equal opportunity, upward mobility, and democratic
voice. This time, the themes will be: 1) immigration incorporation and integration; 2) political
participation and representation; 3) educational opportunity and attainment; and 4) entrepreneurship
and economic opportunity. Again, it will be up to the participants to identify the law and policy
levers that will be most impactful in altering the life chances of Latinos for the better. These are the
opportunities that we cannot afford to miss.
We anticipate that the roundtables will be done in cooperation with local institutions.
However, the co-directors of the initiative as well as two members of the American Bar Foundation
staff will need to be present at each roundtable to ensure that it runs smoothly and fulfills its
purposes. Moreover, we expect to include members of the initiative’s Advisory Council who can
facilitate the discussions. At the local and regional level, we plan to invite legal academics,
researchers in other fields, representatives of legal advocacy organizations, representatives of
community organizations that deliver services and support to the Latino population, foundation
officials, and media experts. We also anticipate inviting undergraduate, graduate, and law students
from the area to observe and record the proceedings.
Our plan is to use small break-out groups to do the scenario-building. A member of the
Advisory Council will facilitate each of these small-group discussions. The participants in each
group will include academics who bring both legal and non-legal perspectives as well as change
agents who rely on legal advocacy, community-based outreach and service, the media, and
philanthropic investment to promote reform. Students will observe each breakout session and take
notes on the discussion, and a media expert will assist in thinking about how best to disseminate our
message more broadly. A member of each break-out group will be asked to report back on the
conclusions that were reached during a plenary session that evaluates the key lessons learned from
building each scenario. (A proposed schedule for each regional roundtable is attached as Appendix
A.).
The national summit will be framed somewhat differently. That program will begin with
reports from each regional roundtable. Next, the participants will be asked to discuss the crosscutting themes and regional differences with respect to Scenario # 1: The Vicious Cycle. The goal
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will be to determine which law and policy pitfalls are universal and which are unique to particular
parts of the country. We will then conduct the same exercise for Scenario # 2: The Virtuous Circle.
Here, too, the objective will be to identify common opportunities as well as unique regional
advantages. The closing sessions will draw on the analyses of these scenarios to set an agenda for
future reform and to identify next steps for our initiative. At the summit, we plan to invite key
participants from each regional roundtable as well as national leaders who bring a broad perspective
to our conversation. We expect once again to include students and media experts. (A proposed
schedule for the national summit is attached as Appendix B.).
Deliverables
We anticipate that each roundtable and the national summit will lead to papers that can be
published on our website as well as a collection of essays released as either an academic or trade
book. We also plan to record video narratives that can be posted on our site. Because of the
importance of Latino youth in shaping the future, we will explore how to use social media to ensure
that our message reaches this important target audience. Through help from the media experts we
plan to include, we hope that our findings and recommendations can reach a wider audience
through other forms of coverage in the press, radio, television, and digital media.
Because our website will include resources for teaching as well as research, we will seek to
generate useful materials for use by instructors in high schools, colleges and universities, and
graduate and professional schools. The short essays we generate can be used to prompt classroom
discussions. In addition, the model of building scenarios may be a valuable tool in training students
for leadership roles.
If successful, our approach may be useful to other groups seeking to explore the legal and
policy landscape that will either bolster their chances or seal their fates. We expect our work to be
widely disseminated, and we will make ourselves available to consult with groups that would like to
learn more about using the method of scenario-building to generate a strategic plan for action.
Conclusion
Our proposal offers an innovative way to produce a meaningful road map for the future of
Latinos in the United States. It will account for shared national interests as well as regional and local
differences. It will create conversations between researchers and change agents that permit for
creative exchange across disciplines and experiences. It will make clear that our focus is on shaping
the future rather than excavating the past or measuring the present. History and statistical indicators
are relevant but they are only the beginning of our conversation. We hope that, if successful, our
approach will inspire other groups that face uncertain prospects in an increasingly unequal world to
adopt scenario-building as a tool for strategic planning. We believe that this approach offers a way
to think critically and imaginatively, yet concretely and instrumentally, about the future.
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Day One:

MIDWEST REGIONAL ROUNDTABLE
June 6-7, 2016
American Bar Foundation
Chicago, IL

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.:

Breakfast

9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.:

Welcome, Overview, and Introductions:
Peggy Davis (Chief Officer of Programs and Strategic
Integration, The Chicago Community Trust) and Ajay
Mehrotra (Director, The American Bar Foundation)

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.:

Keynote Presentations:
History of Latinos in the Region: Lilia Fernández, Associate Professor,
The Ohio State University
Demographic Profile of Latinos in the Region: Sylvia Puente,
Executive Director, The Latino Policy Forum
Law and Policy Landscape: Ricardo Meza, Greensfelder,
Hemker, & Gale and Layla Suleiman-González, Director of Program
in Human Services, Loyola University Chicago

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.:

Introduction to Scenario-building Method and Scenario # 1: The
Vicious Cycle
Rachel F. Moran and Robert L. Nelson

10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.:

Break and move to Breakout Session One

10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.:

Breakout Session One: Part 1 of Scenario-building for the
Vicious Cycle

11:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.:

Working Lunch

12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.:

Breakout Session One (continued): Part 2 of Scenario
building for the Vicious Cycle

12:45 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.:

Break and Preparation of Group Presentations

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.:

Follow Up Plenary One: Presentations of Group PowerPoints
and Group Discussion

2:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.:

Break and return to breakouts
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2:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.:

Breakout Session Two: Scenario-building for the Virtuous
Circle

3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.:

Break and Preparation of Group Presentations

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.:

Follow Up Plenary Two: Presentations of Group
PowerPoints and Group Discussion

5:30pm – 7:00pm:

Reception

7:00pm:

Dinner

Day Two:
9:00 a.m. – 9:10 a.m.:

Reconvene and Overview of Day 2

9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.:

Breakout Session Three: Scenario-building of a Realistic
Trajectory for the Future

10:15 a.m.-10:30 a.m.:

Break/Preparation of PowerPoints for Group Discussion

10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.:

Follow Up Plenary Three: Presentation of PowerPoints
on Realistic Scenarios

11:30 a.m.: - 12:15 p.m.:

Lunch/Deliberation by Final Panel

12:15 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.:

Final Plenary: Opinions on Scenarios and an Agenda for the
Future and comments by Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, Cook County
Commissioner for the 7th District
One presenter selected by each of the six groups to present at the final
plenary

1:15 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Wrap-up and Next Steps
Rachel F. Moran and Robert L. Nelson
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A NETWORK FOR JUSTICE

Pgs. 18-28
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A Network for Justice: Proposal

A Network for Justice:
Connecting Appellate & Public Policy Clinics to Latino Communities in Need
In the late 1940s and 1950s, African Americans launched a campaign that would transform
civil rights in America. At the core of this effort was Howard University School of Law, which
played a seminal part in training the lawyers who would lead the movement, developing strategies
for a civil rights campaign in the courts, and monitoring the progress that was being made. Howard
was able to play this role in the quest for equality because it attracted the best and the brightest black
youth and scholars from around the country. Today, as our nation confronts levels of inequality
unprecedented since the Gilded Age, we find ourselves at the precipice of a new civil rights moment.
Yet, as we experience a new era of civil rights, there are few spaces that cultivate this type of legal
and legislative leadership. The lack of any law school that can play this role is a special burden for
the emerging Latino population, which is projected to account for nearly one out of three people in
America by 2050.
Our Vision. We propose a vision for a network that will help to remedy this institutional gap.
Today we have resources that did not exist in the mid-twentieth century. As a result of the rise of
the clinical education movement, there are now appellate advocacy and public policy clinics at many
law schools around the country. Some focus on U.S. Supreme Court litigation, others on cases
before the federal appeals courts, and still others on state appeals. Policy clinics tackle the challenge
of drafting or commenting on reform legislation. At present, these clinics generally pursue their
work independently of one another without significant or sustained collaboration. However, we now
have the technology to link them effectively. We believe that if properly coordinated, these programs
could provide a vital network of resources for the Latino community to address the legal challenges
that it faces. Although the support would not be housed at a single institution, the network would
allow us to create a kind of “virtual Howard.” Indeed, this network could have distinct advantages in
addressing the unique needs of the Latino population. Because clinics exist around the country, the
network would be able to address regional and local challenges as well as national concerns, and it
could do so at the state and federal level in both courts and legislatures.
The recent case of Evenwel v. Abbott is instructive in thinking about how a network like this
one could enhance law and policy related to the Latino community. The United States Supreme
Court granted certiorari in the case to determine whether the principle of basing apportionment on
“one person, one vote” should instead be changed to “one eligible voting-age citizen, one vote.”
This shift would have profound consequences for many communities and would negatively affect
the Latino population in particular, which is more likely to include non-citizens, youth under the
minimum voting age, and felons ineligible to vote. The level of representation for Latino
communities would shrink dramatically just as the total population grows substantially. As of
October 27, 2015, 39 amicus briefs have been filed, six of which address whether to grant certiorari
and 33 of which address the argument on the merits. Only a few are from law school centers or
professors, and only one of these addresses the impact on historically disadvantaged groups,
including Latinos. None involve a Supreme Court clinic representing a concerned Latino
constituency.
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We have begun to look at recent decisions of importance to the Latino community in lower
courts as well. So far, we have found a similar pattern: appellate clinics have not been representing
clients or amici in cases about important issues like immigration, education, workers’ rights, and
voter participation. Legislative clinics are smaller in number and newer to the clinical world, and we
want to explore whether they are addressing policies of concern to Latinos in their courses.
Though these results with respect to clinical representation of the Latino community are
disappointing, there is a way to change this picture. Imagine how different the landscape of
advocacy might be with a network of law school clinics committed to addressing legal matters
affecting Latinos. The network would alert clinics to these matters, determine which clinics in
partnership with civil rights lawyers planned to file briefs or participate in legislative hearings, which
clients the clinics would be representing, and what the briefs or legislative recommendations would
cover. The clinics could share their materials with one another to see what approaches have been
taken and how they could complement one another’s efforts.
Because the network would forge relationships among the clinics and national, regional, and
local organizations working on issues affecting Latinos, those organizations could easily turn to the
clinics to get advice about a case or proposed legislation and whether to get involved. Courts and
legislatures in turn would benefit from broader input from a range of constituencies with an interest
in the case or legislation. Last but certainly not least, students would have an invaluable opportunity
to work on the briefs or legislative recommendations and to develop leadership skills that should
serve them well in practice, whether as attorneys at public interest organizations, in government, or
at law firms with a pro bono practice.
Our Goals. By creating this network, we seek to advance the following goals:
1. Improving the representation of organizations and individuals concerned with Latino-related issues. There
has been widespread recognition of a gap in access to justice in America. Because of
disparities in characteristics such as education, income, wealth, citizenship status, and
language proficiency, Latinos are likely to find it difficult to obtain legal representation. By
creating a network of law school clinics around the country that build ongoing relationships
with organizations that advocate on behalf of Latinos, we anticipate that these interests will
be more systematically represented in critically important litigation and legislative hearings.
2. Building a network of support among law school clinics. At present, there is relatively little
coordination among law school clinics that are working on Latino-related issues. Our
network would allow clinics to share information about cases or legislation, develop new
strategies, and think about long-term trends and their implications for law and policy in this
area. This collaboration among clinicians should result in enhanced representation of clients
as well as a richer educational experience for students.
3. Creating better connections among law schools, the practicing bar, and the Latino community. Latino
attorneys remain severely underrepresented in all sectors of the profession. For that reason,
the Latino population may have little contact—formal or informal—with attorneys and little
in the way of lasting connections that build the trust needed for the highest quality of
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representation and advocacy. Our network would be designed to forge long-term
relationships among law school clinics, organizations focusing on Latino-related issues, and
law firms that offer support to these clinics. Those connections should produce more
sustained and meaningful attention to Latino concerns than can come from episodic
representation in an occasional case.
4. Cultivating the next generation of leadership. The partnerships that are forged among clinics and
the practicing bar should help to create a pipeline of lawyers who are familiar with and
prepared to address the legal issues facing the Latino community. In the long run, this
training can help to mitigate the serious access to justice gap for Latinos. Students who
participate in a law school clinic that is committed to addressing Latino concerns will be
aware of the organizations that are advocating in this area, the legal trends that are emerging,
and the strategies that are being brought to bear to address the need for reform. When these
students graduate, they should have the knowledge, skills, and inclination to advance the
representation of Latinos’ interests through a public interest, government, or pro bono
practice.
Next Steps
We already have begun the process of consulting with key constituencies. These include
representatives from the National Council of La Raza (NCLR), the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF), and LatinoJustice Puerto Rican Legal Defense and
Education Fund (PRLDEF). We have received positive feedback from these stakeholders, and we
are confident that our network will be a collaborative and truly unique venture.
We intend to host a planning summit in the Summer or Fall of 2016 at UCLA School of Law. Our
co-directors, Rachel F. Moran and Robert L. Nelson, our project manager Pilar M. H. Escontrías,
and advisory council member Luz Herrera will facilitate this summit. This summit will permit us to
lay the foundation and produce a strategic plan for the implementation of the Network for Justice.
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Network for Justice: national snapshot
A Network for Justice: Connecting Appellate & Public Policy Advocacy Clinics to Latino
Communities in Need
The gap in access to justice for the Latino community is well-documented.1 In an effort to close this
gap, we propose a vision for a network that will connect law school clinics with advocacy
organizations across the United States to identify and address cases and legislation of importance to
Latinos.
This network would:
! Alert clinics to relevant cases and legislative issues;
! Determine which clinics, in partnership with civil rights lawyers, are available to file
briefs or prepare testimony for legislative hearings and materials;
! Establish who would be represented in the litigation or legislative process; and
! Facilitate the writing of briefs on behalf of parties or amici or of model legislation.
Some benefits of our approach are:
! The clinics could share their briefs and model legislation with one another and with
advocates to see what approaches are being taken and how they might complement one
another’s efforts.
! The network would forge relationships among the clinics and national, regional, and
local organizations working on issues affecting Latinos.
! Organizations could easily turn to the clinics to get advice about whether to
get involved in particular cases or participate in legislative debates and to decide on what
strategies to pursue.
! Students would have an invaluable opportunity to work on the briefs or legislation and
to develop leadership skills that should serve them well in practice, whether as attorneys at
public interest organizations, in government, or at law firms with a pro bono practice.
As part of this effort, our project has compiled a list of direct service, appellate, Supreme Court, and
legislative clinics at law schools across the United States. We have imported these data into ArcGIS
to create maps. Because our research is focused on both law and policy, we have also compiled a list
of MPP (Master of Public Policy) programs throughout the United States and mapped it as well.2
The clinical networking arm of our project is unique in scope and methodology. By incorporating
the research and important work of social scientists, law professors, clinicians, organizations,
activists, and attorneys across the United States through an interdisciplinary framework, we are
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

See the American Bar Association’s Commission on Hispanic Legal Rights and Responsibility report Latinos in the
United States: Overcoming Legal Obstacles, Engaging in Civic Life (2013). Accessible online:
http://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/images/commission_on_hispanic_legal_rights_responsibilities/hispani
creportnew.pdf

1

2We

have not yet completed an exhaustive list of MPP programs in the United States. These 64 were
compiled based on lists found through reports released by U.S. News and World Report.	
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connecting practitioners and advocates and clinicians and students to one another, thus bridging the
divides that have previously existed. In so doing, we are bringing a fresh approach to legal advocacy
that involves a diverse array of stakeholders, each of whom bring their unique knowledge and
expertise to the process.
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Direct service clinics
http://arcg.is/1NyIEWD
Total registered: 63

Regional stratification
Northeast: 34
Midwest: 15
West: 9
South: 4
Northwest: 1
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Appellate clinics
http://arcg.is/1Yylpxq
Total registered: 47

Regional stratification
Northeast: 11
Midwest: 13
West: 9
South: 14
Northwest: 0
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Supreme Court clinics
http://arcg.is/1NyKgQ0
Total registered: 12

Regional stratification
Northeast: 4
Midwest: 0
West: 2
South: 5
Northwest: 0
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Legislative clinics
http://arcg.is/1NyKzKB
Total registered: 18

Regional stratification
Northeast: 9
Midwest: 3
West: 2
South: 3
Northwest: 1
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Master of public policy programs
http://arcg.is/1NyMS0h
Total registered: 59

Regional stratification
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